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Out line  1
Brie f 
in t roduc t ion 
to  a c a de m ic  
pub lic a t ion



P la n your life  
a s  if you will 
live  to  be  10 0  
ye a rs  o ld  a nd  
he a lthy



A brie f h is to ry o f a c a de m ic  pub lic a t ion

19 5 0 20 2116 6 5

Firs t  two  
S c ie nt ific  
J ourna ls

Books  we re  
the  only 
s c ie nt ific  
pub lic a t ions

Expone nt ia l  
inc re a s e  in  
S c ie nt ific  
J ourna ls



How do  re s e a rc he rs  c om m unic a te

Conve rs a tions , e -ma il, 
te le phone
(Interpersonal, Private ) Soc ia l me dia

(Interpersonal, Public; non-
peer reviewed)

Confe re nce s  
(Interpersonal, Public; peer 
reviewed) Re pos itorie s  

Pre print
Da ta  s ha ring

Sc ie ntific   Artic le s
(Pe er reviewed, Final, 
Public, Specialis ed

Books  and 
Monographs

Re fe re nce  
Books

INFORMAL

FORMAL



How do  re s e a rc he rs  c om m unic a te ?

Conve rs a tions , me dia , 
e -ma il, te le phone
(Interpersonal, Private ) Soc ia l me dia

(Interpersonal, Public; non-
peer reviewed)

Confe re nce s  
(Interpersonal, Public; peer 
reviewed) Re pos itorie s  

Pre print
Da ta  s ha ring

Sc ie ntific  Artic le s
(Pe er reviewed, Final, 
Public, Specialis ed

Books  and 
Monographs

Re fe re nce  
Books

INFORMAL

To  a  t ra ns pa re nt  a nd  
c ont ro lle d  one

From  a n unc ont ro lle d  
e nvironm e nt

FORMAL

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The issue of fake news on the internet is one example of the problem with uncontrolled form of communications!



Wha t  is  the  go ld  s ta nda rd  o f a c a de m ic  
c om m unic a t ion?

S c ie nt ific  Art ic le s



Why a re  s c ie nt ific  pub lic a t ions  s o  highly 
va lue d?

Scie ntific   Artic le s
(Peer reviewed, Final, Public, 
Specialized

Sc ie ntific   J ourna ls
(Impact factors , J ournal 
Rankings , Vis ibility)

Artic le  Le ve l Matrix

Artic le  Le ve l Matrix

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Because scientific articles are peer-reviewed. The process of peer reviewed ensures that what is published is of acceptable standard and it helps to advance the knowledge base. A typical peer review process is initiated and monitored by a scientific journal. The degree of advancement in the knowledge base determines how interesting the article is, and this results in the citation of the article, which in turn improves the journal impact factor and visibility.  Of course, a highly cited paper also benefits authors by improving their reputation. Thus, it is in both the author and journal’s interests to maintain the integrity of the peer review process.



P e e r re vie w p roc e s s  e ns ure s  c re d ib ility

Bornmann, L. (2011). Scientific peer review. Annual Review of Information Science and Technology, 45(1), 197–
245. doi:10.1002/aris.2011.1440450112

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bornmann, L. (2011). Scientific peer review. Annual Review of Information Science and Technology, 45(1), 197–245. doi:10.1002/aris.2011.1440450112 



Who won’t  like  to  be  pub lis he d  in  a ny o f 
the s e  journa ls ?



S c ie nt ific  
pub lic a t ion 
inc lude  
re fe re nc e s  to  
p re vious  
s tud ie s  
(c ita t ion)

Cita tions  c ite  important 
pape rs

The y e ns ure  virtua l 
immorta litie s  for the  
authors  be ing 
re fe re nce d

The y a re  a  s naps hot of 
the  s ubje c ts  the y c ite



S c hola rly output  fo rm a t  a m ong a c a de m ic s  
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Ac a de m ic ’s  op inion o f im porta nc e  o f e a c h 
pub lis hing  fo rm a t



S ourc e s  o f journa l a rt ic le  a uthor’s  c ita t ion

S ourc e  o f 
c ita t ion

Num be r P e rc e nta ge

J ourna l a rtic le s 243 72.3
Books 55 16 .4
Confe re nce   
proce e dings

8
2.4

Gre y lite ra ture 12 3 .6
We bs ite s 3 0 .9
The s e s 2 0 .6
In pre s s 1 0 .3
Othe rs 12 3 .6
Tota l 336 10 0



But  c ita t ion s ourc e s  a re  no t  the  s a m e  a c ros s  
s pe c ia lt ie s



Out line  2  
Im pa c t  a nd  
Im pa c t  
Fa c to r



Wha t  is  im pa c t?



Wha t  is  s c ie nt ific  im pa c t?

Scie ntific  impac t re fle c ts  the  influe nce  tha t a  finding or publica tion has  
on s c ie nce  or on s oc ie ty. Such impac t can be  s hort te rm or long te rm

• Cita tions
• Qua lity
• Dis cus s ion

Artic le

• Vis ibility
• Pre s tige

J ourna l
• Promotion
• Funding
• Pre s tige

Re cognition

Presenter
Presentation Notes
a publication that reports positive results from a clinical trial that demonstrates the efficacy of a potential new therapy could have considerable short-term impact, facilitating the development of a new treatment into clinical practice and directly affecting the lives of many individuals. On the other hand, a publication that describes a new concept or mechanism may not have much short-term impact but could transform how researchers think about their fields and drive other research in completely new directions for years or decades to come.



How is  im pa c t  fa c to r m e a s ure d?

• Google  s chola r s howing the  
numbe r of time s  an a rtic le  is  c ite d

• This  is  a  c rude  way of s howing the  
impac t of individua l a rtic le s ?

• But wha t if you want to me as ure  
the  impac t of an e ntire  journa l

• Or you want to me as ure  the  tota l 
impac t of a  re s e a rche r



How is  im pa c t  fa c to r m e a s ure d?

• Garfie ld’s  im pa c t  fa c to r for 
journa ls  (Be came  We b of 
Sc ie nce ’s  Impac t Fac tor)

• Hirs ch’s   h  inde x for 
individua l re s e a rche rs

Two 
popula r 

me thods :



We  will be  foc us ing  on 
J ourna l Im pa c t  fa c to r



Wha t  doe s  J ourna l Im pa c t  Fa c to r s ignify?

• The  J ourna l Impac t Fac tor, a s  ca lcula te d by Thoms on Re ute rs  was  
origina lly c re a te d a s  a  tool lo he lp libra rians  ide ntify journa ls  to 
purchas e , not a s  a  me as ure  of the  s c ie ntific  qua lity of re s e a rch in an 
a rtic le

J ourna l Impac t 
≠

Artic le  Impac t



Wha t  doe s  the  im pa c t  fa c to r m e a s ure  ?

• All re s e a rche rs  a im a t and ne e d to publis h mos t of the ir re s e a rch 
output in "Impac t J ourna ls “

• The s e  a re  inte rna tiona l journa ls : you compe te  with re s e a rche rs  from 
a ll ove r the  world

• The y re ce ive  lots  of manus cripts  and the re fore , the y re je c t many

• The  pe e r re vie w proce s s  is  ha rde r

Impac t fac tor is  the re fore  a  me as ure  of 
COMP ETITIVENES S



Why pub lis h  in  im pa c t  journa ls ?

Vis ib ility : You will be  c ite d more

S uc c e s s  : You will ge t promote d and find 
it e as ie r to acce s s  grant

Influe nc e  : Guide line s  and policy 
guide line s  a re  more  like ly to be  bas e d on 

a rtic le s  from impac t journa ls



Why pub lis h  
in  im pa c t  
journa ls ?

Your unive rs ity’s  
will be come  more  
vis ible  a s  its  
we bome tric  ranking 
will improve



Why pub lis h  in  im pa c t  
journa ls ?

• You a re  more  like ly to be  invite d to 
inte rna tiona l confe re nce s  and works hops

• You a re  kore  like ly to be  invite d to 
pa rtic ipa te  in inte rna tiona l collabora tions

You be come  a  
me mbe r of an 
inte rna tiona l 

community of 
re s e a rche rs :



Why a re  a c a de m ic s  no t  pub lis hing  in  im pa c t  
journa ls ?

• Poor funding a ffe c ts  qua lity of re s e a rchFunding:

• Impac t journa ls  take  too long to publis h Time :

• My re s e a rch line  and my a rtic le s  a re  of na tiona l inte re s t Scope :
• In my re s e a rch a re a  books  and book chapte rs  a re  more  

important Lack of motiva tion:

• The re  a re  no impac t journa ls  cove ring my re s e a rch inte re s ts  Sca rc ity:



Out line  3  
Find ing  Q1 o r 
Q2 journa ls  in  
your s pe c ia lty



Wha t  a re  the  
d iffe re nt  
m e thods  o f 
m e a s uring  
Im pa c t  fa c to r But two a re  wide ly us e d:

J ourna l Cita tions  
Re ports  (J CR) Scopus

The re  a re  many 
me thods

Presenter
Presentation Notes
JCR is owned by ISI Web of Science



For th is  le c ture , we  will 
be  foc us ing  on S COP US



Wha t  is  
S c opus ?

• S c opus is  a  multidis c iplina ry 
bibliome tric  da tabas e  of pe e r-
re vie we d acade mic  journa ls , books  
and confe re nce  proce e dings .

• It is  owne d by Els e vie r

• S c opus provide s  four me tric s  of 
J ourna l Impac t: 

• h-Inde x, 
• Cite Score
• SNIP (Source  Normalize d Impac t pe r 

Pape r)
• SJ R (SCImago J ourna l Rank)



Wha t  is  the  Cite S c ore ?

The Cite S c ore me as ure s  
ave rage  c ita tions  re ce ive d 
pe r docume nt publis he d in 
the  journa l

It is  us e ful for comparing 
journa ls  within the  s ame  fie ld, 
ranking the m in s ubje c t 
ca te gorie s  and indica ting 
the ir Q Inde x, which is  the  
pe rce ntile  the y fa ll into: 

• Q1: the  journa l ranks  in the  top 25% in 
tha t fie ld 

• Q2: the  journa l ranks  in the  50 -75% 
group in tha t fie ld 

• Q3 : the  journa l ranks  in the  25-50 % 
group in tha t fie ld

• Q4 : the  journa l ranks  in the  lowe s t 
25% group in tha t fie ld

You s hould not us e  
Cite s core for comparing 
journa ls  from diffe re nt fie lds  
be caus e  c ita tion be haviour
diffe rs  ac ros s  fie lds . For 
e xample , a  Q1 journa l in a  
fie ld with low c ita tion ra te  
like  humanitie s  may have  a  
lowe r  Cite s core than a  Q3 
journa l in a  fie ld like  me dic ine  
with high c ita tion ra te s .



SJR (SCImago Journal Rank)

• Measures citations weighted by 
prestige. 

• It is useful for comparing journals within 
the same field

• It is the basis of the subject category 
ranking. 

• Q1 journals are cited more often and by 
more prestigious journals than those in 
the other quartiles.

• It is presented on a separate webpage 
to Scopus

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SJR measures both the number of citations received by a journal and the quality of the journals that the citations came from. This allows journals to be ranked according to the impact and prestige they have in their discipline




S NIP  (Source  Normalize d Impac t pe r Pape r)

me as ure s  
c ita tions  

we ighte d by 
the  s ubje c t 

fie ld. 

It is  us e ful for 
comparing 
journa ls  not 

jus t within the  
s ame  fie ld but 

a ls o ac ros s  
dis c ipline s .

A SNIP of 1.0  
me ans  tha t a  

journa l’s  a rtic le s  a re  
c ite d a t the  ave rage  
ra te  for a ll journa ls  
in the  s ame  s ubje c t 
a re a ; anything ove r 
1.0  indica te s  more  

c ita tions  than 
ave rage  in the  fie ld 
while  a  SNIP of le s s  

than 1.0  is  be low 
the  ave rage . 

A SNIP of 
more  than 1.5 

ge ne ra lly 
indica te s  a  

ve ry we ll-c ite d 
journa l.



Why you s hould  be  c a re ful on wha t  you us e  
to  c om pa re  J ourna ls ’ im pa c t  a c ros s  fie ld s

37%=Q3

9 2% = Q1

Cite s c ore of a  Q3 journa l >Q1 journa l! S J R of a  Q3 journa l >Q1 journa l!

Only the  S NIP is  corre la te d 
with the  Q Inde x



S o how c a n 
you find  a  Q1 
a nd   Q2 
J ourna l fo r a  
pa rt ic ula r 
s ub je c t  a re a ?

Five  Com m on S c e na rios :
1. You have  a  journa l in mind, and you want 

to know its  Q Inde x
2. You want to s e e  a ll the  Q1 and Q2 

journa ls  in your s ubje c t a re a
3 . You want to s e e  a ll the  Q1 and Q2 

journa ls  in any pa rticula r country or 
contine nt in your s ubje c t a re a

4 . You want to compare  journa ls  or 
countrie s

5. You jus t want to e xplore  for fun



S c e na rio  1: You ha ve  a  journa l in  m ind , a nd  
you wa nt  to  know it s  Q Inde x

1. Go to www.s copus .com

2. Click on “S ourc e s ”

Suppos ing I wis h to look 
for the  Q Inde x of the  
journa l, “Com pute r a nd  
Educ a t ion”

http://www.scopus.com/


S c e na rio  1: You ha ve  a  journa l in  m ind , a nd  
you wa nt  to  know it s  Q Inde x

3. Us e  the  Ente r t it le a re a  
to e nte r the  name  of the  
journa l. 

1. Click he re  to s e a rch by 
title , s ubje c t a re a , 
publis he r or ISSN. 

2. Se le c t Title

4 . Pick the  journa l name  
from the  lis t of journa ls  
tha t come s  up 

5. He re  we  have  s e le c te d 
Compute rs  and  
Educa t ion

6 . Click Find  Source s



S c e na rio  1: You ha ve  a  journa l in  m ind , a nd  
you wa nt  to  know it s  Q Inde x

Thre e  s e a rch re s ults . 

Our journa l is  the  
firs t on the  lis t 

Pe rce ntile  is  9 9 , 
which me ans  it’s  
a  Q1 journa l



S c e na rio  2 : You wa nt  to  s e e  a ll the  Q1 a nd  Q2 
journa ls  in  your s ub je c t  a re a

1. Go back to the  S ourc e
page

Suppos ing you want to s e e  a ll Q1 & Q2 
journa ls  in Compute r Sc ie nce  

2. In the  Dis p la y Op t ions  a re a
3 . Go to Citescore highest quartile
4. Click on 1st and 2nd quantiles

Click in the  Ente r S ub je c t  Are a  to ope n a  s c roll 
down lis t 

Sc roll down to Compute r Sc ie nce  s e c tion and 
s e le c t Compute r Sc ie nce  (Mis ce llane ous ) [or s tart 
typing]

5. Se le c t S ub je c t  Are a



S c e na rio  2 : You wa nt  to  s e e  a ll the  Q1 a nd  Q2 
journa ls  in  your s ub je c t  a re a

The re  a re  42 Q1 & 
Q2 journa ls  in 
Compute r Sc ie nce  

The  s ubje c t a re a  
s e a rche d for is  he re

The  journa ls  a re  
ranke d according to 
the ir pe rce ntile  s core



S c e na rio  2 : You wa nt  to  s e e  a ll the  Q1 a nd  Q2 
journa ls  in  your s ub je c t  a re a  (A 2nd me thod)

Pe rhaps  an e as ie r way to do this  is  
through the  SCImago we bs ite : 
https :/ / www.s c imagojr.com/

The n Click on e ithe r J ourna l Ra nkings   or
Exp lo re  unde r J ourna l Ra nks   a s  s hown 

https://www.scimagojr.com/


S c e na rio  2 : You wa nt  to  s e e  a ll the  Q1 a nd  Q2 
journa ls  in  your s ub je c t  a re a  (A 2nd me thod)

Pick Com pute r S c ie nc e  in the  All s ub je c t
Are a s  dropdown me nu

Click J ourna l in the  All type s  a re a r
The n c lick App ly

The re  a re  26 9  hits ! This  is  be caus e  it 
inc lude s  Q1-Q4  journa ls

The  Q Inde x is  indica te d unde r the  SJ R 
column and is  in de s ce nding orde rs



S c e na rio  3 : You wa nt  to  s e e  a ll the  Q1 a nd  Q2 
journa ls  in  a  pa rt ic ula r c ount ry o r c ont ine nt  
in  your s ub je c t  a re a

Suppos ing you want to s e e  a ll Q1 & Q2 
journa ls  in me dic ine  in Nige ria  

1. Ente r Me d ic ine in the  All s ub je c t s
c a te gory s lot

2. Ente r Nige ria in the  All 
re g ions / c ount rie s s lot

3 . Ente r J ourna l in the  All type s s lot
4 . Click App ly

The re  a re  jus t s e ve n of the m!

And none  is  in Q1 or Q2 😒😒😒😒😒😒



S c e na rio  4 : You wa nt  to  c om pa re  im pa c t  o f 
journa ls  o r c ount rie s

Suppos ing you want compare  the  
impac t rubrics  of the  Nige rian J ourna l 
of Clinica l Prac tice  and the  Nige rian 
Pos tgradua te  Me dica l J ourna l 

1. Go back to the  SCImago
home page : 
https :/ / www.s c imagojr.com/

2. Click on Viz Too l

https://www.scimagojr.com/


S c e na rio  4 : You wa nt  to  c om pa re  im pa c t  o f 
journa ls

• On the  Viz Tool page , s c roll 
down to the  s e c tion labe le d 
Com p a re and c lick Com p a re
J ourna ls



S c e na rio  4 a : You 
wa nt  to  c om pa re  
im pa c t  o f journa ls

• On the  J ourna l Comparis on 
page , Ente r the  name  of the  firs t 
journa l in the  e nte r journa l name  
to compare . 

• In the  e xample  s hown, we  
have  e nte re d Nige ria n  J ourna l 
o f Clin ic a l P ra c t ic e

• Now e nte r the  Nige ria n  
P os tgra dua te  Me d ic a l J ourna l 
a s  the  2nd journa l to compare



S c e na rio  4 : You 
wa nt  to  
c om pa re  im pa c t  
o f journa ls

A s e rie s  of graphs  comparing many 
me as ure s  inc luding SJ R, H-Inde xe s , 
Cite s  e tc has  be e n produce d
This  type  of comparis on can he lp you 
de c ide  on the  journa l you pick 



S c e na rio  4 b : 
You wa nt  to  
c om pa re  
im pa c t  o f 
Count rie s

• The  proce s s  is  s imila r to the  
proce dure  for comparing 
journa ls

• J us t s e le c t Com pa re  Count rie s  
ins te ad of Com pa re  J ourna ls  on 
the  Viz Too ls  landing page



S c e na rio  5 : 
You jus t  wa nt  
to  e xp lo re  fo r 
fun

• Why would you want to do this ?

• Be caus e  e xploring will improve  both your 
s kill and knowle dge

• Be caus e  a ll works  and no play…….

• The  Viz Tools  page  of the  Sc imago home  
page  is  de s igne d for this ….

• Happy e xplora tion



Out line  5
Ge t t ing  
P ub lis he d : the  
How to  Guide



You want to Publish in High Impact 
Journals? It’s the idea that matters

537/ 29 / 20 22

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In slide one, we see how an observation led to an original idea. Such an original idea, if followed up meticulously may lead to an article that will be published in a high. On the other hand, the second researcher came to a pedestrian conclusion based on the same observation too. This may not even get published! If it gets published, it’s most likely to be in a low-impact journal. 



Wha t  is  P e e r Re vie w P roc e s s ?

•Exciting the  re vie we r’s  mind 
is  fa r more  important  the n 
e xc iting the  re ade r’s  mind.

•It is  like ly tha t no one  will 
e ve r re ad your pape r more  
thoroughly than the  re vie we r.

•Sugge s t re fe re e s  tha t 
appre c ia te  your work 
(politica l)

547/ 29 / 20 22



55

Writ ing  is  a  c rit ic a l s te p  in  s c ie nc e  
a lthough s c ie nt is t s  a re  no t  t ra ine d  to  
write .

Eve n ve ry c re a t ive  e xpe rim e nts  a nd  
nove l re s ult s  will ha ve  dull im pa c t  if 
the  m a nus c rip t  is  no t  writ te n  we ll.

7/ 29 / 20 22

S a d  Fa c t



Four Questions of Manuscript Writing

What is the? INTRODUCTION

What did you do? METHODS

What did you find? RESULTS

What does that mean? DISCUSSION

567/ 29 / 20 22



Com pone nts  o f a  m a nus c rip t
Section Purpose 
Title Clearly describes contents 
Authors Ensures recognition for the writer(s) 
Abstract Describes what was done  

Key Words   Ensures the article is correctly identified 
in abstracting and indexing services 

Introduction Explains the problem 
Methods Explains how the data were collected 
Results Describes what was discovered 
Discussion Discusses the implications of the findings 

Acknowledgements Ensures those who helped in the research 
are recognised 

References Ensures previously published work is 
recognised 

Appendices (some journals) Provides supplemental data for the expert 
reader 
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• Mos t publis he d a rtic le s  a re  not c ite d- the  title  play a  vita l 
role

• Cons truc tion of an a rtic le  title  has  a  s ignificant impac t on 
c ita tion fre que ncy.

• According to J acque s  and Se bire , the re  was  a  s trong 
as s oc ia tion be twe e n inc re as ing title  le ngth and c ita tion ra te .

*J R Soc Med Sh Rep 2010;1:2. DOI 10.1258/shorts.2009.100020

How Im porta nt  is  the  Tit le ?

587/ 29 / 20 22



• Should be  informative , indica tive  and re fle c ts  the  
ma in ‘s tory’ of the  a rtic le . 

• The  only chance  you have  to ge t the  re ade r’s  
a tte ntion.

• Should be  c ris p, conc is e  and accura te .

• Give s  the  quick ide a  of the  conte nts  (S tand 
a lone ).

• What and how was  done

• Provide  a  brie f conc lus ions

Abs t ra c t - Mos t  Crit ic a l Pa rt  of Pape r

597/ 29 / 20 22



• Us e  de s c riptive  he adings  tha t conc is e ly s ta te  the  re s ults .

• Data  re pre s e nta tion-conc is e  and accura te .

• Short and e as y to unde rs tand

• Cons is te nt with the  abs trac t and introduc tion

• Give  table s  and figure s  whe re  ne e de d

• With s uffic ie nt information s o tha t minimum 
te xt is  re quire d.

• Don’t re pe a t information in graphics  and te xt.

Re s ult s
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• Appropria te  numbe ring of figure s  and table  me ntione d 
in the  te xt.

• Us e  s ignificant figure s  whe re  re quire d.

• Avoid s pe cula tions  and ove r dis cus s ion.

• Avoid us ing words  s uch as  prove s , confirme d, re move d 
a ll doubts , e tc . Re me mbe r s c ie nce  is  dynamic  and e ve r 
changing.

Re s ult s
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Discussion
• Harde s t s e c tion to write , but it is  a ls o the  mos t 
important. 

•Us e  s e c tions  tha t conc is e ly s ummarize  the  
inte rpre ta tion of the  re s ults .

•Ans we r the  que s tion pos e d in introduc tion

•Corre la tion of your finding with the  e xis ting 
knowle dge

•Expla in dis c re panc ie s  be twe e n ne w re s ults  and 
pre vious ly re porte d re s ults .



Dis c us s ion

•What is  ne w without e xagge ra ting.

•Conc lus ion/ s ummary, pe rs pe c tive s , implica tions .

•Re s e arch limita tions  and ne e d for future  
re s e a rch. 

•The ore tica l implica tions  and pos s ible  prac tica l 
applica tions .
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• Ide ntify ke y findings  and applica tion

• Should NOT be  a  s ummary of the  work done - abs trac t is  
doing fine  with tha t.

• Cons is te nt with re s ult and introduc tion

• Eas ie s t way is  to us e  your re s e a rch obje c tive  a s  the  bas is  of 
the  conc lus ion

Conc lus ion

Obje c t ive Conc lus ion
The  s tudy will look a t how a lcohol (me as ure d 
by Blood Alcohol Conte nt) a ffe c t the  
morta lity of RTI

The  s tudy found tha t pa tie nts  who have  
a lcohol BAC le ve l above  5% we re  more  like ly 
to die  from RTI than pa tie nts  with lowe r 
a lcohol BAC.
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Re fe re nc e s

Cite  curre nt 
and ke y 
pe rtine nt 
re fe re nce s

1
Re fe re nce  
c ita tions  mus t 
be  accura te  
and comple te

2
Re ad the  
re fe re nce s

3
Us e  corre c t 
s tyle  for 
journa l

4
Us e  
Re fe re nc e  
m a na ge rs …..I
f you a re  no t  
do ing  th is , 
you a re  
wa s t ing  your 
t im e

5



Fina l S te p  is  Re vis ion a nd  P roofre a d ing
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Re vis ion a nd  
P roofre a d ing

• What it involve s :

• Effe c tive ne s s  of the  s tudy
• Supporting information
• Orde r and flow of the  a rtic le
• Mus t be  le aving re ade r with a  ne w 

que s tion

7/ 29 / 20 22 67



Re vis ion, 
Re vis ion, 
Re vis ion

7/ 29 / 20 22 68

Afte r writing the  firs t dra ft, a t 
le as t a  doze n re vis ion a re  us ua lly 
ne e de d to improve  to the  te xt.

All authors  mus t be  involve d in 
this  proce s s

All authors  mus t re ad the  firs t 
dra ft. Give  the m time line ...



• Grammar and s pe lling e rrors
• Cons is te nt ve rb te ns e
• Vocabula ry
• Tighte n the  s e nte nce s
• s pe ll-che ck
• Punc tua tion
• typos

• Te chnica l te rms
• Sc ie ntific  s ymbols
• Re ac tion s che me
• Che mica l s truc ture s / name s
• re fe re nce s

P roofre a d ing

697/ 29 / 20 22



S om e  J a rgons  to  a vo id
J argon Pre fe rre d us e

a  cons ide rable  amount of much

on account of be caus e

a  numbe r of s e ve ra l 

Re fe rre d to a s ca lle d

In a  numbe r of cas e s s ome

Has  the  capac ity to can

It is  c le a r tha t c le a rly

It is  appare nt tha t appare ntly

Employ us e

Fabrica te make

Day, RA. “How to write and publish a scientific paper,” 5th edition, Oryx Press, 1998.



Right  to  Authors hip
• According to the  Inte rna tiona l Committe e  of Me dica l J ourna l 

Editors  (ICMJ E), a ll four of the  following conditions  mus t be  
me t:
i. Subs tantia l contributions  to conce ption and de s ign, or acquis ition 

of da ta , or ana lys is  and inte rpre ta tion of da ta  
ii. Dra fting the  a rtic le  or re vis ing it c ritica lly for important inte lle c tua l 

conte nt
iii. Fina l approva l of the  ve rs ion to be  publis he d
iv. Agre e me nt to be  accountable  for a ll a s pe c ts  of the  work; e ns ure  

tha t que s tions  re la te d to the  accuracy or inte grity of any pa rt of the  
work a re  inve s tiga te d and re s olve d

71

All who a re  lis te d s hould be  qua lifie d and a ll who a re  qua lifie d s hould be  
lis te d
7/ 29 / 20 22



Adde ndum
My re s e a rc h 
too ls



Re s e a rc h too ls

• Doing re s e a rch is  difficult, 
e s pe c ia lly in re s ource -poor 
s e ttings .

• But things  a re  s o much e as ie r 
with ICT:

i. The  Inte rne t
ii. The  Pe rs ona l Compute r
iii. Smart phone s  and table ts



Cla s s e s  o f 
re s e a rc h 
too ls  tha t  a re  
us e ful to  m e

i. Lite ra ture  Se a rch Tools

ii. Word Proce s s ors

iii. Grammar Che cking Software

iv. Sc ie ntific  writing s oftware

v. Re fe re nce  Manage rs

vi. S ta tis tic  Programs

vii. Archiving and Note  Taking Software

viii. Ne ve r Los e  Your Da ta  Aga in (Cloud 
S torage  and Loca l backups )

ix. Le arning Epide miology (and S ta tis tic s )



Tools  fo r Lite ra ture  S e a rc h

Vita l for the  initia l thre e  
s tage s  of re s e a rch 

The  inte rne t has  re place d 
traditiona l libra rie s  and 
e ncyc lope dias  a s  the  

primary s ource  of 
informa tion for mos t 

re s e a rche rs  

To be  an e ffe c tive  
re s e a rche r, the n you mus t 
be  s killful in s e a rching the  

inte rne t 



Tools  fo r Lite ra ture  S e a rc h II

• Google  S c ho la r
• HINARI
• P ubMe d
• Afric a n J ourna l Online  (AJ OL): You 

can ge t a rtic le s  from journa ls  bas e d in 
Africa  through this  porta l. Mos t of the  
a rtic le s  can be  downloade d fre e . 

• Ge ne ra l s e a rc h Engine s  e .g. Google , 
Bing, Yahoo e tc .



Word  P roc e s s ors  

• Word proce s s ors  a re  s oftware  tha t 
provide s  the  us e r with tools  ne e de d to 
write  and e dit and format te xt and to 
s e nd it to a  printe r.

• The re  a re  many of the m. 

• Exa m ple s  inc lude : 
• Micros oft Word, (the  mos t popula r 

of the m a ll)
• Ope n Office  (which is  a  fre e  

a lte rna tive ). 
• Cloud bas e d a lte rna tive s  s uch as  

Google  Doc  and Office  365 from 
Micros oft. 



Gra m m a r Che c king  S oftwa re

• Grammar che cke rs  find 
grammatica l e rrors  in your writing

• The y find e rrors   s uch as  
punc tua tions , s pe lling and 
grammar

• Mos t word proce s s ors  have  bas ic  
grammar che cke rs

• Howe ve r, the re  a re  more  powe rful 
a lte rna tive s  tha t a re  both fre e  and 
pa id for

• Example s  inc lude :
• Grammarly
• ProWritingAid
• He mingway
• Ginge r
• White Smoke
• And many more

https :/ / be come awrite rtoday.com/ be s t-grammar-che cke r/



S c ie nt ific  writ ing  s o ftwa re

• Acade mic  writing is  diffe re nt from othe r type s  of writing
• This  s tyle  is  manda tory for writing the s is , re s e a rch propos a ls , and 

pe e r-re vie we d a rtic le s .
• It can be  difficult to mas te r: 
• The s e  s oftware  he lp you to mas te r the  s tyle  of acade mic  writing.
• Two common e xample s  a re

• Acade mic  Phras e  Book 
(https :/ / www.phras e bank.manche s te r.ac .uk/ )

• Re f and Write  (https :/ / www.re f-n-write .com/ )



Ac a de m ic  P hra s e ba nk



Ac a de m ic  P hra s e ba nk: Exa m ple  o f Us a ge

He re  is  an 
e xample  of 
common 
phras e s  tha t 
might guide  
you in writing 
the  
introduc tion:



Ac a de m ic  P hra s e ba nk: Anothe r Exa m ple  o f Us a ge

Le t’s  s a y your 
s tudy find ing  
is  
une xpe c te d : 
He re  is  an 
e xample  of a  
pool of 
acade mic  
phras e s  from 
the  
phras e bank
you can us e .



Re fe re nc e  Ma na ge rs  
• Effe c tive  us e  of re fe re nce  manage rs  re duce s  one  of the  gre a te s t 

chore s  in manus cript writing - forma tting re fe re nce s . Example s  inc lude :

1. EndNote  is  one  of the  olde s t. EndNote  a ls o has  a  we b-bas e d 
ve rs ion, which you can us e  for fre e  if your ins titution is  re gis te re d 
with HINARI. 

2 . Zo te ro  (http:/ / www.zote ro.org/ ) is  a  we b-bas e d a lte rna tive  to 
EndNote . 

3 . Me nde le y is  anothe r we b-bas e d re fe re nce  manage r. 

4 . lots  more .



S ta t is t ic  S oftwa re  

• S P S S ……Mos t commonly us e d s ta tis tic  s oftware  in re porte d lite ra ture . Eas y to us e
• EP IINFO….Fre e , ope n s ource  and GUI inte rphas e
• S TATA….Popula r among s ta tis tic ian. GUI but programming language  re quire d. S te e p 

le a rning curve .
• R….. Fre e , ope n s ource . Programming language  re quire d. S te e p le a rning curve . 
• S AS …. Popula r among s ta tis tic ian. Programming language  re quire d. S te e p le a rning 

curve .
• Me dCa lc …Eas y to us e . Es pe c ia lly us e ful for ROC curve  de te rmina tion
• NIS S …..Us e ful for s ample  s ize  de te rmina tion
• GRAP HP AD….Has  an e as y to us e tutoria l s e c tion. Als o has  we b-bas e d compone nts
…….and many, many, more



Arc hiving  a nd  
Note  Ta king  
S oftwa re  

• This  group of programs  a llow you to capture  anything 
you can think of from any program on your compute r 
or s mart de vice s . 

• The  capture d ma te ria ls  can be  formatte d

• What make s  the s e  s oftware  s o ve rs a tile  is  tha t you 
can a ttach a lmos t any type  of file s  s uch as  PDF, Word 
docume nts , Exce l s pre ads he e ts  to the  note s  you 
have  capture d. 

• The  a ttachme nts  can be  fully e mbe dde d in the  
program, or the y can be  linke d to the  program. Fina lly, 
the  note s  can be  s orte d into folde rs , the n tagge d, 
annota te d, e dite d, give n comme nts , s e a rche d and 
e xporte d as  pa rt of a  note book. The re  a re  many of 
this  programs  on the  inte rne t, but I have  only us e d 
thre e : 

i. Eve rno te  (www.eve rnote .com) and 
ii. Mic ros oft  One Note . 
iii. Google  Ke e p : On Android de vice s



How do  I us e  
the s e  
p rogra m s ?  

• Whe n a  ne w ide a  s trike s  me , ins te ad of 
s c ribbling on pape r, I ope n One Note  on my 
conve rtible  Le novo table t. I a lre ady have  a  
folde r ca lle d “Studie s ”. All I ne e d to do to s ta rt 
s c ribbling away is  to c re a te  a  ne w Note  in this  
folde r. If I ge t any inte re s ting titbits  from my 
s e a rche s  on the  inte rne t or my compute r, I’ll 
jus t capture  the m into the  Note . If I like , I may 
e ve n us e  it a s  my initia l “Word Processor”. But 
if you pre fe r to us e  your na tive  Word 
Proce s s or, you can s till link the  two programs  
toge the r. For me , the  programs  ac t like  a  
che s t drawe r whe re  I can organize  my 
re s e a rch information, and ne ve r mis place  
the m. 



Ne ve r Los e  Your 
Da ta  Aga in  

• Online  da ta  s to ra ge  (a ls o  c a lle d  c loud  
s to ra ge ) a re  us e d  p rim a rily to  ba c kup  
s e le c te d  file s  on your c om pute r. 
While  the re  a re  m a ny e xa m p le s , I 
ha ve  only us e d  the  fo llowing: 

• Dropbox (www.dropbox. com), 

• Mic ros oft  One Drive  a nd  

• Google  Drive



Le a rning  Ep ide m io logy (a nd  S ta t is t ic s ) 

• S tudying  P opula t ions : This  is  a  wonde rful program for thos e  inte nding to le a rn the  bas ic  
princ iple s  of e pide miology without too much has s le s . He re  is  the  de s c ription from the  program’s  
we bs ite : 

• Studying Popula tions  is  compute r a s s is te d le a rning package  for e pide miologica l me thods . It is  
s uitable  for anyone  working in he a lth s c ie nce s  inc luding me dica l s tude nts , Mas te rs  s tude nts , 
public  he a lth prac titione rs  and c linic ians . It cove rs  many bas ic  e pide miologica l conce pts  in a  s e t 
of ove r 8 0  inte rac tive  e xe rc is e s  and s imula tions . 

• Ple as e  find the  links  to download the  program he re : 
http:/ / www.pe rsonal.dundee . ac .uk/ ~cdvflore / We lcome .htm or you may download it dire c tly from 
he re : http:/ / www.pe rsonal. dundee .ac .uk/ ~cdvflore / SPv30 5Se tup.exe . The  s upple me nta ry file s  
can be  downloade d from he re : http:/ / www.pe rsonal.dundee .ac .uk/ ~cdvflore / SPv3Tools Se tup.exe . 

• The re  is  a  re vie w of the  program in the  Inte rna tiona l J ourna l of Epide miology which can be  
downloade d from the  journa l we bs ite : http:/ / ije .oxfordjournals .org/ content/ 32/ 5/ 890 .2.full 



Us e ful we bs ite s  

• www.oluwadiya .com: My we bs ite . The  s e c tion on SPSS conta ins  s ome  us e ful links  on 
SPSS . If you a re  ke e n on le a rning SPSS s yntax, the re  a re  us e ful links  on this  s ite  for 
you. 

• http:/ / www.graphpad.com/ quickcalcs / contingency1.cfm: Online  S ta tis tic s  we bs ite . 
• http:/ / www.be ttyc jung.ne t/ Statfxs .htm: This  Be t ty C J ung’s  S ta t is t ic a l P roc e dure  

S ite . It a ls o conta ins  link to othe r us e ful s ite s . 
• http:/ / www.whichtes t.info/ : This  we bs ite  is  ca lle d Whic h Te s t . It is  an online  guide  to 

s e le c ting an appropria te  s ta tis tica l te s t. By following a  s e rie s  of ins truc tions  on the  
we bpage , you can e as ily de te rmine  the  appropria te  s ta tis tic s  to us e . 

• https :/ / www.s tats oft.com/ textbook/ : This  is  the  grand daddy of online  s ta tis tic  
re s ource . This  is  the  de s c ription from its  we bs ite : The  only Inte rne t Re s ource  about 
S ta tis tic s  Re comme nde d by Encyc lope dia  Britannica . S ta tSoft has  fre e ly provide d 
the  Ele c t ronic  S ta t is t ic s  Te xtbook as  a  public  s e rvice  for more  than 17 ye a rs  now.



Us e ful we bs ite s  

• http:/ / www.spss tools .ne t/ SampleSyntax.htm: If you want to le a rn SPSS s yntax or you want
acce s s  to s yntax file s  tha t you can download and (fre e ly) us e , Ra yna ld ’s S P S S  Tools  is  
for you. Syntax has  a  s te e p le a rning curve , but once  you know how to us e  it, you can e as ily 
inc re as e  your produc tivity by a  fac tor of te n! Furthe rmore s ome  of SPSS’s  fe a ture s  a re  
only ava ilable  through s yntax. Syntax is  the  re a l powe r hous e of SPSS. 

• http:/ / calcne t.mth.cmich.edu/ org/ spss / toc .htm : This  s ite  has  s ome  movie s  which can be  
downloade d. It is  a  gre a t s ite  for le a rning SPSS. 

• http:/ / www.ats .uc la .edu/ s tat/ spss /  : Anothe r gre a t online  le a rning re s ource  for SPSS. Ge t 
your hands  dirty on it! 

• http:/ / www.uccs .edu/ ~faculty/ lbecke r/ SPSS/ content.htm : A we ll organize d s ite , de s igne d 
to he lp you choos e  the  right te s t for your da ta . 

• http:/ / www.epibios tat.ucs f.edu/ bios tat/ s amps ize .html?iframe=tr#tte s t : This  we bs ite  
conta ins  a  lis t of mos tly fre e  programs  for s ample  s ize  and powe r ca lcula tions . 

• http:/ / www.openepi.com : Online  Sample  S ize  ca lcula tor.



On m y wa y out….
Ra ndom  Advic e s



Divide  a nd  
Conque r!!!!!!!

• Divide  and work on.....

• If you ge t s tuck on a  
pa rticula r s e c tion, jus t s kip to 
a  diffe re nt s e c tion tha t is  
e as ie s t to write . 

• It means  the  eas ies t firs t and 
the  mos t difficult la tte r.
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Avoid  Com m on e rro rs

• Ke e p  t ra c k o f s ingula r a nd  p lura l fo rm s  
• Re me mbe r da ta  is  the  plura l of 

da tum!
• He nce , “the s e  da ta  s ugge s t…” 

• Ke e p  t ra c k o f t e ns e
• Mos t e xpe rime nts  and proce dure s  

will be  de s c ribe d in the  pas t te ns e
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are a lot of common grammatical errors, which won’t be mentioned in much detail here, but in the reference section of the library are a number of publications which are quite specific in their approach to scientific writing, telling you how to write a paper, how to use English grammar and basically give exhaustive lists of the type of common errors made. It is useful to keep note of singular and plural forms, and also of the use of tense in a sentence.



More  on 
te ns e s
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For e xample :

The  prote in was non-func tiona l a fte r modifica tion of 
the  te rmina l re s idue . This  re s ult is cons is te nt with 

thos e  from othe r groups  (re fe re nce s ) and ind ica te s ….

A good way to s e pa ra te  wha t you have  s hown from 
wha t othe rs  have  re porte d is  to mix te ns e s  in your 

writing

This  is  common in a  dis cus s ion s e c tion

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A good way of separating what you have done from what others have reported is to use mixed tenses in your writing, as shown in the example above, using the past tense to describe what you have done, then present tense to discuss what others are discussing or showing. 



Writ ing  the  pa pe r

Which do you write  firs t?
957/ 29 / 20 22

Re a d  the  
ins t ruc t ions  to  
a uthors

Wha t  s e c t ions  
s hould  the  te xt  be  
d ivide d  in to?

Ofte n :

Title
Abs trac t
Introduc tion
Me thodology
Re s ults
Dis cus s ion
Re fe re nce s
Figure  le ge nds   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The sections that the text may be divided into are often, but not always, as shown – read the instructions to authors.
The title page format should have authors and corresponding authors, and a running title. Keywords should be used, maybe any abbreviations listed, and any commercial interest which may conflict with the data.
The abstract is something which quite often is the only thing people read, and therefore needs to be clear and cleverly worded, an advert for your paper.
The introduction 



This  is  wha t  I do

• On a  10 0 0  mile journe y, the  
ha rde s t thing is  the  firs t s te p.

• Make  the  firs t s te p e as y!

• The  me thodology is  ofte n 
e as ie s t to write  a s  is  s imply 
de s c riptive .

• Orde r this  in the  s ame  
way as  you will pre s e nt 
your re s ults  

7/ 29 / 20 22 96



The  ne xt  s te p
• I us ua lly write  the  re s ults  te xt ne xt

• This  is  a ls o de s c riptive  a s  you s imply des cribe
your da ta  (figure s  and table s )

• “The s e  da ta  s how tha t s ome thing is  highe r/ fa s te r/ la rge r 
than s ome thing e ls e  (p<0 .0 0 1)”.

• A common e rror is  to add dis cus s ion and 
inte rpre ta tion to this  s e c tion

• This  le ave s  nothing for the  dis cus s ion s e c tion!
97

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Next, add your results – just the description, as there is generally a separate section for discussion.



Fina lly

• I us ua lly the n write  the  
introduc tion

• De ta ils  why you did you did the  
s tudy (not wha t you found)

• The n the  dis cus s ion inte rpre ts  
your re s ults  and place s  it into 
conte xt with the  lite ra ture .

• End with a  nice  ‘take  home ’ 
me s s age  in the  fina l pa ragraph

98

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The introduction should describe why you did the study, with enough details to show the nature of the study, any problems encountered  and how you have dealt with them, and current literature. You do not need to say what you have found, unless specifically instructed to do so, as you will already include this in the abstract and discussion sections.



The  P e e r Re vie w 
P roc e s s : You’re  O.Y.O.
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To  a s k Que s t ions , P le a s e  jo in  the  fo rum  
a t  www.o luwa d iya .c om
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